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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


The Circus Parade Limited is shown as it 


NEW MEMBERS 


Cc. K. Given, Sr. 

2557 So. Parkview 
Norristown, Pa. 19401 
CHS Ben Hammer, Jr. 

233 W. Linden 

Burbank, Calif. 90506 
Dave Hultgren 

221 No. Main St. 
Cambridge, Ill. 61238 
John Phillips 

254 Rodney St 

Glen Rock, New Jersey 07452 
Frank Krumenacher 

Box 601 

Fremont, Neb. 68025 

Lee F. Lloyd 

1529 Tanner St., Space 14 
Los Banos, Calif. 93536 


winds its way from Baraboo to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, on June 30, 1967. 

Photo by Albert Conover, official 
parade photographer. 


BANNER LINE SPECIAL 


Color picture, postcard size, Pawnee 
Bill Bandwagon, 6-horse hitch 

Color picture, postcard size, Loaded 
CIRCUS PARADE LIMITED at 
Waukesha 

Color picture, postcard size, Sea Shell 
Tab, 6-horse hitch 

12 Old-time circus routes 

10 Assorted circus tickets 


2 Litho contracts 


1 Tim McCoy flyer (1938 

1 Von Bros. souvenir program (1964 

12 Issues of BANNER LINE, World’s 
only TWICE-A-MONTH circus pub- 


lication 
Entire Special $5.00, Postpaid 
Van Matre, 3328 ‘‘H” St., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19134 


Louis F. Asker 

3113 McKinney Ave. 
Boise, Idaho 83704 

Verne C. Carter 

3202 Beltsville Rd. 
Beltsville, Maryland 20705 
George A. Nelson, Jr. 

137 Clark Rd. 

Rye, N. H. 03870 


Bert W. Claster 

83 N. Fairview St. 

Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
Edward Eynolds 

34-20 79th St. 

Jackson Hts., N. Y. 11372 
Jerry L. Maher, Jr. 

307 McKee Fording Rd. 
New Castle, Pa. 16101 
P. E. Fitzgerald 

397 York Rd. 

Morrow, Ga. 30260 
Charles DeGagne 

60 Sawyer St. 

Nashua, N. H. 03060 
Charles A. Hermann, Jr. 
1440 Arlington Dr. 

No. Little Rock, Ark. 72116 
George Rodney Crane 
45 Yates Ave. 
Waterbury, Conn. 06710 


REINSTATED 


129 James L. Harshman 
1300 Hamilton Blvd. 
Hagerstown, Md. 21740 

. 909 Francis M. Benza 
359 Columbia St. 
Elmira, N. Y. 14901 
Col. Glen J. Jarmes 
P.O. Box 113 
Fairfield, lowa 52556 


SPECIAL ELECTION NOTICE 


Candidates for District Directorships of the 
CHS must have their petitions of nomination, 
or letters of nomination) into the hands of 
the Election Commissioner (Howard C. Tib- 
bals, Box 218, Oneida, Tenn.) not later than 
September 1, 1967. These papers must in 
clude the signatures of 5 members of the 
C.H.S. District involved (or 20% of the dis- 
trict membership, whichever is least) confirm 
ing his candidacy along with a letter of ac- 
ceptance from the nominee. Upon receipt of 
such papers, the name will be automatically 
entered upon the ballot by the Election Com- 
missioner, 

Members wishing to review the full details 
of the election procedures may write to Bob 
Parkinson, Box 309, Baraboo, Wis. for a copy 


of the amended by-laws on the subject. 


SERIOUS COLLECTORS 


Do you consider yourself a serious col 
lector of modern circus photos, slides, 
heralds equipment rosters, etc.? 

We don’t have pictures taken in 1839, 
but we sure do starting in 1939 and as 
recent as July 1967! 

Your collection is not fully complete 
unless you have a copy of our factual 
catalog, presenting over 500 sets of pho 
tos and hundreds of extra items available 
for sale 

lf interested in our catalog please send 
$1.00 and receive a collector’s herald. 

Art’s Circus & Carnival Photos 
505 Albert Lea St 
Albert Lea, Minn. 56007 
Serving the serious Collector since 1960. 
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Part Two 

After the wreck remained at 
[yrone eight days while repairs were be- 
ing made at Altoona and such work as 
could be done at Tyrone, while 
were bought in Philadelphia, as only four 
out of the wreck and 
the citizens of Tyrone helped to load the 
wagons on the flat cars. 

Had Mr. Main followed 
his own inclinations and 
have tried to 


the show 


horses 


were able to work 


the bent of 
judgment he 
reorganize and 
continue the the disaster was 
so complete the looked hopeless, 
but all of the performers and other em 
ployees were so earnest in their plead- 
and not them 
stranded so early in the was 


would not 
Season, as 


case 


ings to go on leave 
season, he 
persuaded Lo proceed and make repairs 
and additions as he went along under all 
sorts of handicaps and closed the season 
at Conneaut, Ohio, October 14th, but no 
performance was given on that day be- 
high and the 
shipped back to winter quarters. By this 
time the show had a new brick building, 
formerly occupied as a foundry, but bet- 
ter adapted and larger than the old skat- 
ing rink which the had 
During the winter the show was prac- 


cause of watel show was 


show outgrown. 
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By Louis E. Cooke 


tically rebuilt and it opened the season 
of 1894 at Geneva, April 2Ist, and 
closed at Greeneville, Alabama, Decem- 
ber Sth. This was the first southern trip 
for the show and was highly successful, 
but the show decided to winter at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky instead of returning to 
Geneva, and went into quarters with 
eighteen cars with the show and two in 
advance, making a total of twenty cars. 

After mature deliberation it 
termined to make the show 
1895 


was de- 
for the sea- 
the best, if not the 
biggest, on the road, and to that end a 
liberal loan was negotiated with and 
through W. E. Franklin, who was ap- 
pointed general agent with his own selec- 
tion of the advance staff and permission 
to route the show, with such assistants as 
J. P. Fagan, railway contractor; W. C. 
Boyd, excursion agent; Clay Lambert, 
contracting agent; M. B. Raymond, con- 
tracting press agent and manager of ad- 
vertising car number one; and C. A. 


son of one of 


1800s 
highly decorated, as evidenced by this photo 
1896 Main bill 


taken in 


Advertising cars of the late were 


car. The photo was 


Quebec. 


of the 
Sherbrooke, Pfening Col- 
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Clark, manager of car number two with 
Frank Purcell, a brother-in-law of Frank- 
lin’s. (Note: Yes, W. E. Franklin was 
the man mixed up with Robinson and 
Franklin. He was later involved with the 
Rice Brothers Circus and the Wortham 
Carnival. ) 

[The season of 
ville, Kentucky, 
the show 


1895 opened at Louis- 
April 15th, and when 
was delivered on the lot it dis- 
fact that it had been fitted 
out to perfection with no expenses spared 
in every detail of the equipment. The 
wagons, cages, tableaus, harness, flags, 
banners, plumes — everything to the last 
stake and pole on the lot was brand new 
or better after having passed through a 
rigid inspection and made perfect. The 
tents were also new, having been ordered 
by Mr. Main, from Chicago, and when 
erected it fitted like a glove on a lady’s 
finger and looked like an ocean of white 
tops as the billowy sheets danced in the 
breeze. Thus the tenth annual season of 
the show opened with a parade which 
really a street spectacle on review 
and was admired by a throng that filled 
the thoroughfares from curbstones to 
tops in the “Gate City” of the 
South. At the opening the tents 


closed the 


Was 


house 


sunny 
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were packed to capacity, and the pro- 
gram, which was an extensive one, passed 
off without a flaw or mishap, so careful 
had been the rehearsals under the direc- 
tion of W. Fred Amar, the equestrian 
manager. Henry Watterson’s paper, “The 
Courier-Journal,” devoted over two col- 
umns to a review of the show and pro- 
nounced it “the gem of the tented world.” 
(Note: At this place in the original man- 
uscript, Cooke intended to reproduce 
from the 1895 Main route book the com- 
plete roster of the show; however, it is 
not important, and would just be a repe- 
tition of information in other parts of 
this article.) 

After the auspicious opening the show 
continued on the route with such tri- 
umphs and success that it was able to 
meet all obligations and pay off the loan, 
which it did at Ravenna, Ohio, on Satur- 
day, June the 15th of that year. The 
show continued on, with varied success 
and more or less opposition, touring 
Texas and the South and closing the sea- 
son at Clasgow, Kentucky, November 
16th, and was shipped directly to Geneva 
for the winter. 

The 1897 season opened at Ashtabula, 
Ohio, April 17th, in a snow storm and 
continued along the lake towns to To- 
ledo, Ohio, where it was still cold, and 
thence went into Indiana, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington, and Vancouver 
B. C. for three days by boat. The show 
returned to the United States and played 
Portland on July 26th, where it was 
found necessary to make some material 
changes in the advance management be- 
fore starting on the coast trip over the 
Southern Pacific railway to California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Kan- 
sas, closing the season at Rolla, Missouri, 
November 6th and was shipped home to 
Geneva. 

Apropos of this extensive trip it may 
be cited how easy it is to make mistakes 
on the judgment of others, and to be 
misled in placing too much confidence 
in those whose reputation has not stood 
the test of time and reliability; and in 
this connection, while it is not pleasant 
to relate the facts, Mr. Main, the season 
before, was induced to secure the serv- 
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The aidway of the Walter L. Main Fashion 
Plate Circus is shown in this 1918 view. 
Pfening Collection. 


ices of Mr. Dan Vernon, a man who was 
reputed to know the Western country 
from end to end and had often visited 
that section with the John Robinson 
show and others and he was dispatched 
to the coast on a tour of inspection, to 
look over the country, and to get rates 
from the railways and report progress 
as he went along. This he failed to do 
and the omission was not discovered un- 
til the next season when the show 
reached that territory or approached it 
from the East. 

The first error was encountered in 
Colorado, where it became necessary to 
transfer to a narrow-gauge railway to 
make some of the side trips to towns 
that had almost entirely disappeared 
since Vernon had visited them. in years 
gone by. No special provisions had been 
made for a change from their own 
broad gauge cars while on this side 
journey. The delays were something hard 
to encounter and the business was worse 
than bad. The circus showed a loss of 
over $1,000 a day while in that section. 
As investigation proved Vernon had not 
been up in that territory at all and knew 
nothing about the conditions as they ex- 
isted at that time. The result was mad- 
dening, and it was then discovered that 
the wiley agent had made some of the 
contracts with the Western railroads 
without notifying his employer the sea- 
son before and they could not be 
changed without a great deal of expense. 
The same conditions prevailed in the far 
Northwest and up in British Columbia, 
which he did not visit at all until it was 
about time for the advance force to 
reach that point, and some of the towns 
were almost a total loss. Again while he 
had reported that he had made a tour 
of Mexico, (as his expense account 
showed), he had never been there and 
railway contracts were impossible. The 
season, so far, had many ups and downs 
and business was universally bad while 
the weather proved unusually out of sea- 
son, and the third advertising car was 
cut off to save expenses. On arrival at 


Portland, Oregon, a consultation was 
held and Vernon’s services were. dis- 
pensed with. Clay Lambert was made 
railway contractor; Ed Knupp, then 
treasurer, was made general agent which 
was his first experience in that line; and 
Charles Bernard who was the _ book- 
keeper, made treasurer. (Note: Bernard 
later became a circus historian and wrote 
many articles for the Billboard and Hob- 
bies Magazine.) Walter then went to 
San Francisco to take charge of the ad- 
vance which he continued to do for the 
balance of the season. Strangely enough 
the business began to pick up at Port- 
land, and ran remarkably good for the 
balance of the tour, while the San Fran- 
cisco engagement proved very profitable 
and satisfactory. As a feature they had 
the first group of performing wild ani- 
mals ever in that part of the country 
with a circus. 

At the close of the regular season of 
1897, nine cars with their contents were 
leased to the Stowe Brothers for a South- 
ern trip, but it was a failure and Main 
had to go to New Orleans and bring 
back the show at his own expense. It is 
also worthy of noting that long before 
the fact had been established that it never 
paid to split or divide a show for the 
South or at the end of a season. The 
first show that ever went South under 
the Barnum name, met with its Water- 
loo, at New Orleans, and part of it was 
shipped home while the balance contin- 
ued on for a few weeks under the man- 
agement of P. A. Older, and it came to 
grief at Sheveport, La. where it was 
quarantined on account of the yellow 
fever and never was reorganized. The 
same was true of several other shows 
and history repeated itself in this in- 
stance, but Rhoda Royal, who was boss 
hostler at the time, took the “tip” for a 
nine car show and afterwards put one 
on the road with great success. It was 
this season that Lucius Foster acted as 
boss canvasman, and John Corria, wife 
and child, and William O’Dale traveled 
with the show. 

In 1898 the show opened in Geneva, 
April 23rd, and was to close at Burton, 
Ohio, October 22nd, but because of a 
severe storm it did not unload and con- 
tinued on the train to Geneva. The din- 
ing car was omitted in 1898, leaving 
nineteen cars with the show train and 
two in advance. The territory covered 
was Pennsylvania, New York, Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Maine, Vermont, Maryland, West Vir- 
ginia, and Canada. The season was a 
grand success and a baby elephant ar- 
rived by purchase with its foster mother 
who took kindly to the little fellow and 
nursed it with a jealous care, and he 
was christened Admiral Dewey, With a 
big new canvas, new people, and William 
Sells, son of one of the famous Sells 
Brothers, who was in his boyhood days 
one of the most graceful riders of his 





time, and known as the Chesterfield of 
the arena, was general agent. I. V. Stre- 
traffic manager; while in the 
arena were the Wallett family, the Werts 
family, Tony Lowanda, the Eddy family 
and the Livingston family, which made 
a strong array in the dressing room and 
in the rings. The Spanish-American War 
was on and the show opened the same 
day that war was declared. On the clos- 
ing day all of the animals and horses 
were sold to the Orrin Brothers of Mex- 
ico City, Mexico, and were shipped to 
that point. 

The season of 1899 was a rather event- 
ful season that opened at Geneva, April 
29th and made another Pacific coast trip 
which proved exceedingly profitable, as 
the previous journey to that country 
served to establish a good reputation and 
being well routed and advertised made 
a tremendous hit everywhere. The fea- 
ture was the great sixty-three horse act 
in a concentric ring, trained and per- 
formed by R. H. Dockrill, the well 
known equestrian director, who also had 
charge of the performance. There were 
twenty-two cars with the show and two 
in advance. Upon arrival in San Fran- 
cisco some extra people were engaged. 
The tents were erected at 12th and Mar- 
ket Streets, and extra lights were put in 
and the tents were profusely decorated 
with flags, banners, flowers, plants and 
palms, making them look like a tropical 
garden on a festive holiday. 

It may be mentioned that the baby 
elephant was injured while being taught 
performing tricks at the winter 
quarters and died from the effects, but 
the season and tour was still a great suc- 
cess, and the profits crowded close on to 
$75,000. 

In January Main determined to 
retire from business, or at least 
take a long vacation and much needed 
rest, and the show was advertised and 
sold at auction. With the exception of 
eight cars and their contents which were 
leased to Rhoda Royal for a show 
owned by himself, Joe Berris and I. V. 
Strebig, the show was sold at auction, 
and Walter took his long-promised trip 
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In 1919 the show used the Walter L. Main 
America’s Best Shows. This view was taken 


that season. Pfening Collection. 


to Europe where he spent most of the 
summer. While in Europe he visited the 
Barnum and Bailey Show on 
Earth. 

On returning home from his splendid 
vacation, Walter found $40,000 in the 
bank at Geneva which had been depos- 
ited by Rhoda Royal and his partners as 
a rental for the that he had not 
seen but once or twice all season long. 
[he management concluded that they 
could cut down the equipment and re- 
duce the show to four cars, and play 
some of the smaller towns and remain 
South all winter; but again, this experi- 
ment was a failure and they went broke 
on the proposition. 

Feeling greatly rejuvenated and fresh 
from his foreign trip, Walter resolved to 
re-organize and re-fit the show and start 
out in the spring of 1901 with an entirely 
new, up-to-date, circus, copied somewhat 
after the style of the best shows in Eu- 
rope, and what everybody argued “was 
just what they wanted in this country.” 
But again, the public would not “stand 
for it,” and to use a vulgar, but common 
phrase, and wanted to see the big tents 
with a display of animals, the side shows, 


CGsreatest 


show 


A general view of the Downie Main show 
in the early 1920s. Pfening Collection. 


and all that to convince them that it was 
really the Walter L. Main show and this 
is exactly what happened to the old 
Adam Forepaugh show after his death 
when they tried to make it a big, one 
ring circus and menagerie, with a splen- 
did performance, which was well worth 
the money, but most of the people sel- 
dom reach the lot and when they did 
they would throw up their hands and 
exclaim: “What! That ain’t the Fore- 
paugh Show; he had more tents than 
that.”” (Note: Cooke has over-played the 
one ring Forepaugh show that was only 
out in 1894, the last year of the show, 
on only twenty-one cars; certainly it was 
not a “big” show as he infers.) 

Soon after starting, with sixteen cars 
and one advertising car, it was discov- 
that the outfit would not do and 
ten cages of animals, a drove of camels, 
and six more cars were added. 

During the summer an entirely new 
winter quarters was built one mile west 
of Geneva on a new farm adjoining the 
L. S. & M.S. and the Nickel Plate rail- 
roads with switch connections right on 
the grounds. The show opened in Ge- 
neva, May 4th, 1901, and its route lay 
through New England and on Long Is- 
land for eleven days, which proved five 
days too much, and thence back to Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and 
South to Baltimore, Washington and 
other southern cities. The season closed 
at Tennile, Georgia, December 7th and 


ered 





was shipped home. The new people that 
year were the Judge Brothers, the Bylvia 
family, Wm. J. Doris, and Ed. Kennedy. 
W. W. Powers was treasurer, and after- 
wards was owner of the famous Power’s 
Elephants that for the last years have 
been one of the principal features at the 
great New York Hippodrome. 

The season of 1902 opened at Geneva, 
April 19th, and closed at Roxboro, North 
Carolina, November 11th. The show was 
on twenty-five cars with two in advance. 
It had thfee rings, a stage and the great 
hippodrome track. This was the first 
time the show ever played Boston, and 
they made a tremendous hit in establish- 
ing itself as a big show for the New 
England country, where the Barnum and 
Bailey and the Adam Forepaugh shows 
had always held sway. After Boston all 
of the eastern territory was played to 
a greatly increased business over former 
seasons and on the whole the tour was 
highly successful. The new people that 
year were Warren A. Patrick, treasurer; 
Wen W. Dowd, secretary; Mdlle. Louise 
Tounier, the Boise Family, Olga Reed — 
a granddaughter of old Dan Rice, Wil- 
liam Devan, Lizzie Rooney, Blanch Hil- 
liard, Essie Fay, William Melrose, and 
the Martel Family. They made up an 
exceptionally strong programme and pre- 
sented it in such a manner as to com- 


The Tyrone Main wreck of 1893 is well 
known, but the show suffered another train 
wreck on April 20, 1920 at Front Royal, Vir- 
ginia. An overturned horse car is shown here 
with dead horses on the ground at left. Pfen- 
ing Collection. 


mand the attention of the public every- 
where. 

In 1903 the show was increased to 
twenty-nine cars with three advertising 
cars. The tour opened at Springfield, 
Ohio, April 18th, and closed at Tazwell, 
Virginia, October 31st. The circus played 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Jersey, Maryland, Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Canada. The layout was 
the finest the show had ever used and 
consisted of a 150 foot big top with four 
thirty-foot middle pieces and all other 
tents in that proportion. There were 
twenty-five cages, five elephants, eight 
camels, 200 horses and ponies, all 
loaded on this one train which demon- 
strated that it is not always the cars 
than count when you come to give a 


The light plant and ticket wagon of the 
Main show in 1922. The ticket wagon was 
used in 1925 on the Miller 10] Ranch, as was 
the rest of the Downie Main equipment. Pfen- 


ing Collection. 
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good show. The feature that season was 
a spectacular production of “Savage 
South Africa” staged by Bolossy Kiralfy 
and presented with a number of real 
warriors from the Congo. At Oxford, 
Pennsylvania, lightning struck one of 
the stable tents and eighteen big, fat, 
fine draft horses were killed. But on the 
whole the season was pleasant and profit- 
able, with good weather, and practically 
nO opposition. 

The season of 1904 opened at Geneva, 
April 23rd, and closed at Charleston, 
West Virginia, October 18th. The show 
played the longest, crookedest route on 
record for the show; the tour went 
through Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York 
State, Vermont, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana, 
Idaho, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, Indi- 
ana, West Virginia, and Virginia. The 
pictorial printing alone that year 
amounted to exactly $26,689.98, which 
shows that some advertising must have 
been as a great deal of opposition was 
encountered and it is noted that there 
was some misplaced confidence on the 
part of the agents, especially in Idaho 
where they met the old McMahon and 
Norris and Rowe shows which had left 
a bad reputation behind them on account 
of faking and other crooked work. Hugh 
Harrison was the man 





Day that year, but Mr. Main took charge 
after that for the balance of the season. 
Among the new people were: the Nelson 
family, Victor Hugo, Marino Lowande, 
Jr., and wife, and others which are not 
on the records at hand. 

During the winter of 1904-1905 every- 
thing was fully repaired and placed in 
good order and the was sold to 
William P. Hall with the exception of 
eighty head of horses which were leased 
to the new Carl Hagenback and 
while Main’s name was not used, he fur- 
nished many of the that con- 
and assisted in putting it on the 
traveling organization. The 
elephants went to the parks and in 
vaudeville under Power’s management 
and training until 1910 when they were 
sold to Powers and became one of the 
principal features at the Hippo- 
drome, where they are performing at 
this writing. (Note: “This writing” 
in 1922.) Mr. Main remained at home 
that summer enjoying himself. After see- 
ing his property well placed and earning 
good money without any 
part until trouble 
through business 


were 


show 


show: 


ideas for 
cern 


road as a 


greal 


Was 


effort on his 
with Hall 
complications 

adjusted 


some arose 
which 
amicably. 
(Note: The history of the trouble be- 
tween Hall and Main is covered in the 
November-December 1966, Bandwagon, ) 
It is a notable fact that whenever Walter 
Main handled his show in his own way, 
under his own management everything 
went as merry as a marriage bell, but 
when he turned it over to others or left 
it to run itself on the automatic plan, it 
was next transaction 


afterwards 


disastrous, as the 
will show. 

In 1906 a company was formed with 
Fred Cummins and Sig. Sautelle to be 
known as “Cummins’ Wild West Exhi- 
bition Co.” with Walter L. Main as one 
of the principals, although his name was 
not to appear or be used for advertising 
purposes as he proposed to use it for cir- 
cus work only. At the beginning it was 
that it would take from $75,000 
to $100,000 to put this outfit on the road 
in good shape, and while it was under- 
that Cummins, himself, had no 
capital, Sig. Sautelle, (whose real name 
is George ( Satterly) declared that he 
was amply able to take any part of fifty 
percent of the stock, to furnish the re- 
quired cash to put the show on the road 
and they went ahead on this basis. Cum- 
mins brought on about $2,600.00 worth 
of wild and Sautelle 
shipped on some cars, cages and wagons 
which went immediately into the shops 
for repairs and were put in good order 
at once; but all the capital he could or 
did furnish amounted to $800.00. The 
Sautelle material was all rushed through 
and loaded on the cars ready to run out. 
In the meantime things began to look 
suspicious, and the Erie Lithograph Com- 
pany made an attachment against the 
Sautelle property, on an old account, 


agreed 


stood 


west material, 


and for safety took up the switch so the 
could not be moved and finally 
Main had to pay Sautelle $18,000 for all 
of his property then in Geneva to get 
rid of him and end the toruble. (Note: 
Sautelle was in trouble with the Erie 
people for the failure of the Sig. Sau- 
telle and Welch Bros. .Circus in 1905. 
Most of the equipment On the Cummins 
show in 1906 came from the Sautelle 
and Welch show the year before.) Up 
to this time Cummins, who was noted 
for his irregularities, behaved nobly, but 
he then got good and drunk, to put it 
plainly, and never did recover from his 


Cars 


A Sullivan & Eagle steam calliope is shown 
on the King Brother Main show around 1926. 
This same steamer was repurchased by Floyd 
King in the late 1940s and used on his truck 
show. Pfening Collection. 


spree and left Main to hold the bag and 
get the show out as best he could. In the 
original Main was not to travel, 
but with Sig. decamped and Cummins 
on the blink, Walter had to assume all 
obligations and he put W. W. Powers in 
as manager of the outfit which con- 
sisted of twenty-seven cars, wild west 
and menagerie, with no circus. Much 
against the advice of friends and his at- 
torneys, which resulted in a loss of over 
$1,000 per day until the season was two- 
thirds over, when Main took charge, 
adding circus features in the wild west 
arena, adding his own name to the title, 
and the show made money every day 
thereafter to the close of the season with 
all people paid at the last stand, An- 
dover, Ohio, October Ist. But many bills 
had accumulated during the 
amounting to over $63,000. 
After the outfit arrived at Geneva and 
the horses sent to the farms, D. C. 
Hawn, superintendent in charge, was in- 
structed by Mr. Main not to unload or 


deal, 


season, 


put anything in the buildings until the 
next day when proper arrangements 
would be made for insurance and every- 
thing put in its right place; but contrary 
to those orders the material was un- 
loaded and placed in the winter quarters 
in the afternoon and that night a fire 
broke out which swept everything be- 
fore it, including the buildings, with a 
total loss of over $50,000 and nothing 
left but the ashes. The only thing that 
escaped was the Powers elephants, which 
were easily led from the _ holocaust. 
(Note: There was a tableau that 
appeared on the Cummins show and later 


wavon 


turned up on the Martin Downs’ Cole 
Bros. Circus, which would make Cooke's 
statement about the fire open to debate. 
There is a chance that the picture of this 
tableau. wagon on the Cummins show 
was mislabeled and could have been an- 
Other show.) 

Cummins then demanded that Main 
should purchase all of the company 
stock or he would throw it into the hands 
of a receiver, which he did, and all of 
the cost of the proceedings were thrown 
upon Main as he was the only party 
who had any means or within the juris- 
diction of the court. The trial proved to 
be something of a farce and a hold-up 
as L. A. Gilmore, Cummins’ attorney 
from Chicago, was found to be an ex- 
convict and disbarred from the profes- 
sion, and for this reason was not allowed 
to participate in the attorneys’ fees which 
were allowed by the court, and thus 
Cummins beat himself with nothing left 
but a tarnished name and a _ bankrupt 
pocket. School was out and no pitch hot, 
and Main was out over $125,000 before 
all debts and costs were finally settled. 
He then determined to sell out and re- 
tire from the circus business permanently 
or lease his name and show property to 
some good, responsible party who would 
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keep up its established reputation, or 
rent the property without the use of the 
name. He accordingly leased twelve car 
loads of material to the Fashion Plate 
Circus, a stock company which opened 
the season at Geneva, May 4th, and 
closed at Medina, N. Y. in September 
1907. (Note: W. E. Ferguson and D. C. 
Hawn were in charge of this outfit. Main 
traveled with the show part of the sea- 
son.) 

The year of 1908 was rather unevent- 
ful although Walter loaned some money 
to the Cooke and Robinson Dog and 
Pony Show, and he was glad to get it 
back without interest or any expense. 

In 1909 he leased a nine car, one ring 
outfit to Howard Damon, of which Mike 
Welch was the general agent, but the 
show was never properly organized and 
it started out short of horses and short 
of funds; and it closed the tour on July 
6th, and returned the show to winter 
quarters at Geneva. (Note: Surprisingly 
enough, Damon’s show was titled the 
Howard Damon Circus.) 

In 1910 a lot of the property was 
leased to the Dan R. Robinson Show 
Company, which they purchased later or 
just previous to going into winter quar- 
ters at Nashville, Tenn. Robinson then 
had two partners, L. L. Dougherty and 
brother, of Wabash, Indiana. 

In 1911 three cars of equipment were 
leased to L. G. Gillett, Joe Berris and 
D. C. Hawn, opening in Hubbard, Ohio, 
April 22nd, and closed the regular sea- 
son at Green Cove Springs, Florida, Jan- 
uary 20th, 1912, and shipped the mate- 
rial back to Geneva. They continued on 
with a two car show which was a failure 
and Main had to go to Guthburt, Geor- 
gia, to get the balance of the property 
at his own expense, again demonstrating 
what I have already said in regard to 
cutting down a show and trying to pro- 
long the season. (Note: Although one re- 
port places the size of the Cole and Rice 
Circus at eight cars; it is fairly certain 
that that was the title of the Hawn show 
in 1911.) 

In 1912 he rented a small wagon show 
to Joe Berris and George Handle of 
Newark, Ohio. Handle was the ticket 
seller and furnished the horses as well 
as the bank roll, but the horses were not 
properly cared for and the show lost 
money at the start, opening in Austin- 
burg, Ohio, June 12th, and closed at 
Bowling Green, Va., October 14th, with 
some profit at the end of the season. 
(Note: This show may have been titled 
Rentz Bros.) 

In 1913 Main fitted up a neat little 
two-car circus, which he leased to W. D. 
Schneider, Mrs. Main’s brother who with 
his sister Elizabeth, assisted him for two 
years, Opening the season at Geneva, 
April 26th, and closed at Bossett, Va., 
November 29th with an average business 
of $100.00 a day profit. Mr. Main routed 
the show and prospected the country 
thoroughly, and at the close of the sea- 


Page 8 


son returned to Geneva as usual. (Note: 
This show was titled Rentz Bros.) 

The same show in 1914 but under dif- 
ferent management lost money, but there 
were a number of unusual conditions 
that contributed to this; some of them 
very peculiar. As it ever will be remem- 
bered the World War broke out (re- 
member this article was written in 1922) 
with the raid on Belgium and France, 
and while this outbreak did not take 
place until August Ist, there was a gen- 
eral depression throughout the country 
and a very ill feeling against anything 
German, and it so happened that the 
year before the small show was re- 
christened “The Rentz Great German 
Circus:” this being a very popular name 
and circus in Europe and it was thought 
that it would appeal to the German ele- 
ment everywhere as well as to avoid the 
use of the Walter L. Main name with a 
small show in this country. When war 
was declared everything German was 
taboo no matter what it pertained to. 
(Note: How right Cooke was! The Ring- 
lings printed many a rat-sheet between 
1914 and 1918 that played up the fact 
that the Hagenbeck in the firm of Hagen- 
beck-Wallace was a German, although 
Carl Hagenbeck had died in 1913.) The 
show did not draw and was shipped 
home to Geneva. 

In the spring of 1915 a number of 
animal acts were rented Frank Kan- 
jackety, an Indian from Salamanky, 
N. Y., who ran a wild west show starring 
his daughter and giving a good show at 
a small expense, traveling by wagon and 
doing a good business up to July 6th 
when he took a notion to close and go 
home and nothing could stop him from 
taking his own property — and some of 
Main’s — leaving the rest on the lot. 
Main then rented the property to King 
and Kelly, two men who had been with 
the Indian show. They played the Ohio 
fairs to a nice little profit and at the 
close of the season returned the outfit 
to Geneva. 

In 1916 the animals were rented to 
Heuman Brothers, starting from Chi- 
cago, but petticoat government closed 
the show in three weeks and all of the 
material was shipped back to Geneva, 


The Russia tab wagon is shown with an 
eight horse hitch during the first season un- 
der King ownership, 1925. Pfening Collection. 
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and later leased to the Pollock Brothers 
Big Shows until December when they 
closed and shipped to New Philadelphia, 
Ohio. They finally worked their way 
back to Geneva. 

The next year the same animals were 
leased to the Pollock show again. Mr. 
Main was engaged with the company to 
look after their interests and auditing the 
book which showed that the season had 
been highly successful. The Pollock 
Brothers ran two shows that season and 
Walter L. Main worked on salary, as a 
general representative, doing almost 
everything, and finishing the season mak- 
ing railroad contracts for both shows. 
The number two show was known as the 
“Rutherford Shows,” both of which did 
a big business. Harry Pollock was an apt 
pupil of Main’s in his early days, and 
some interesting tales of his early career 
could be told had we the space to relate 
them. 

The Pollock Brothers had three shows 
in 1917 and Main was traffic manager 
for all of them, but an epidemic of the 
flu cut the season short and they had to 
close very early. Because of this they 
missed some big fair dates. 

In 1919 the performing animals were 
leased to different shows, and in the fall 
they returned to Geneva. In the mean- 
time Main put in a pleasant season col- 
lecting accounts for the Norfolk Tent 
and Awning Co., who had interests in 
several concerns, such as carnivals, min- 
Strels, circuses, pony shows, and other 
outdoor amusement enterprises many of 
which purchased a great deal of their 
canvas and other material on time and 
they often had to be followed up to col- 
lect the balance when due. 


In 1920 Main was back with the 
World at Home Shows in an advisory 
capacity as Harry Pollock had died the 
year previous which called for someone 
to take his place as far as possible dur- 
ing the summer, and that winter Walter 
again took the job of collecting for the 
Tent Co. which kept him in the South 
most of the winter, but he managed to 
get back to Pittsburgh where he met his 
wife and friends in time for a good 
Christmas dinner. 

The season of 1921 was rather un- 
eventful and Main remained at home 
nearly all summer, peddling show prop- 
erty and making occasional excursions 





The 1932 Main band, with Bennie Flower 


leading is shown ready for parade. Pfening 


Collection. 


as an advisor to other shows throughout 
the country. 

When the season of 1922 rolled around 
it found Walter engaged with the Pol- 
lock Brothers big carnival company for 
a while, but the surroundings did not 
prove to his liking and he soon retired 
to private life, and, among other things, 
he came over to Newark, New Jersey, on 
a visit to this writer, where many pleas- 
ant hours were spent, from day to day, 
and often long into the nights, discussing 
old times and making notes for these 
which have been woven 
into a story of a life well spent and now 
enjoyed as a gentleman should, in while 
yet in the full vigor of faculties. 

It should also be recorded that during 
the last few years, from 1918 to the pres- 
ent time (1922) his well known name and 
title has been leased to Andrew Downie, 
a showman of distinction who has con- 
ducted it on progressive lines, as he was 
obligated to do under his contract which 
existed from year to year, at a satisfac- 
tory rental which enabled Mr. Main to 
enjoy a fair share of the profits without 
any worry as to the details of the show 
although he took as much pride in keep- 
ing up its well founded name, fame and 
reputation as he ever did, and it would 
be no surprise to see him again in har- 
ness with a bigger and better show than 
he or anyone else ran, as he has 
developed many and is prepared 
to astound the world. 


reminiscences 


ever 


ideas 


Main’s Activities After 
Andrew Downie McPhee continued to 
operate the Walter L. Main railroad cir- 
cus through the 1924 season. At the end 
of that tour the Main equipment was 
sold to the Miller Bros. and became the 
new Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West 
in 1925. 

In 1925 Floyd and King 
moved into the “flat car” circus class 
with a ten-car show. The King Brothers 
arranged for the use of the Main title 
for their show and continued using the 
title through the 1928 season. 


1922 


Howard 


Ihe Main title was inactive during the 
1929 season, but in 1930 William “Hon- 
est Bill” used the title on a 
truck [his was interesting be- 
cause it one of the few times in 
circus history that a circus title had been 
used on a wagon show, a rail show and 
a truck show. 

James Heron operated a truck show 
in 1931, and called it Walter L. Main. 
Ihe famous Hanneford Family was fea- 
tured with the Heron show that year. At 
the beginning of the 1932 season the 
Heron show titled Walter L. Main 
featuring Bill Cody. Later in the season 
the show used the Bill Cody Ranch Wild 
West title, and still later in 1932 it was 


Newton 
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This bandwagon was owned by Kirk 
Adams and was used on a number of truck 
shows of the middle 1930s. This photo was 
taken while on the Honest Bill Newton Main 


show of 1937. Bill Woodcock Collection. 


called Bostock’s Wild Animal Circus and 
Cody Wild West. 

Main was anxious to make a deal with 
any circus operator and in 1933 he ar- 
ranged for the use of his title on a truck 
show operated by Tom Gorman. During 
part of the 1933 season Gorman also 
used the World Bros. title. 

No record can be found of the Main 
title being used in 1934, but in 1935 Bill 
Newton came back into the picture, us- 
ing the Main name on a show that New- 
ton had called the Honest Bill Circus. 
Walter L. Main served as general agent 
for Newton that season as he did in 
1936 and 1937. The 1937 Main show is 
best known today for the fine old style 
lithographs from the _ Riverside 
Litho Co. 


used 


The final use of the famous old ttle 
on a traveling tented circus was in 1939. 
Frank A. Ruttmann opened a show in 
Canton, Ohio, on May 20, 1939 using 


Seb > * _ 


sy PRD 
*.. > > 


<* a ie ete bake 

the Main name. This show was framed 
using equipment owned by Bill Myers. 
Ruttmann’s show lasted weeks. 
Myers reopened the show later in the 
season and at once became tangled with 
Main about unauthorized use of his title. 
Myers claimed he was only using some 
paper left over from the Ruttmann show, 
but this show lasted only a few stands 
In any case. 

(Bill Myers operated the Barr Bros. 
Circus in 1941 and the Bandwagon Edi- 
tor was on the advance of this show dur- 
ing its tour of Ohio.) 

The last known use of the title was in 
the 1940’s on a fair grandstand circus 
unit booked by the Boyle Woolfolk the- 
atrical agency in Chicago. 

Walter L. Main attended the 1947 
convention of the Circus Historical So- 
ciety, held in Jamestown, New York. He 
was an honorary member of the CHS. 

One of Main’s last appearances was at 
the raising of the Walter L. Main Tent 
No. 58 of the Circus Fans Association, 
in Uhrichsville, Ohio, on March 12, 
1950. 

The famous old showman died at his 
home in Geneva, Ohio, on November 
29, 1950, at age 8&8. 


two 
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Photo No. 1 This remarkable aerial photo which is one of the most unusual and interesting ever to appear in Bandwagon shows the 
Al G. Barnes quarters at Culver City, California, in the early spring of 1921. Note the 30 cars, including advance car (count them), parked 
on the four sidings at top of the quarters area. The ranch house used by Barnes and his family is in the left foreground and immediately 
below is the newly built sheds for the cat cages and ring stock stables. The large panel facade had not yet been constructed nor had the 
large wagon shop and canvas loft building at rear of the quarters.(See sketch No. 1). Two tents temporarily were in used for various 


storage and shop areas. The Pacific Electric Railway’s Del Rey line is at the rear of the quarters with Washington Boulevard in front. 


Spence Air Photos, Los Angeles. 


Famous Circus Landmarks 


AL G. BARNES WINTER QUARTERS AT CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


By Gordon Borders 


During the winter of 1919-20 Al G. Road. All of this area at that time con-_ cages, ring stock stables and other struc 
Barnes purchased 300 acres of ranch sisted of ranches and most of the roads tures. The ranch house was used by 
land west of Culver City, Calif. in three were those leading up to ranch houses. Barnes and his family and is still stand- 
separate locations. A portion of a tract Washington was one of the few through ing, currently being owned by the West 
consisting of about 100 acres was selec roads and even it was only 25 ft. wide. Culver City Baptist Church and used as 
ted as a site for a new winter quarters Mr. Barnes got a contractor to build their Sunday School. The only difference 
for the Barnes circus. the new quarters and construction was between now and the time Mr. Barnes 

[he area for the quarters had the fol begun at once. The first contractor left owned it is the direction in which the 


lowing dimensions and boundaries. It the job and another was secured to fin- house faced. Originally it faced north 
was 768 ft. along Washington Boulevard, ish it. Everything was not built at once but now has been turned so that it faces 


860 ft. along Purdue, 470 ft. along the but over a period of three years. east. It stands at the corner of Corinth 
Pacific Electric Railway track (a parallel During the winter of 1919-20 while and Nutmeg Streets. 
Street was later established called Culver construction of the new quarters was By the time the show came to the 
Boulevard), and 950 ft. along Washing underway the Al G. Barnes Circus was’ quarters in the fall of 1920 four team 
ton Boulevard to Culver Boulevard on in quarters in Phoenix, Arizona. Ordi-_ tracks had been constructed—along the 
the west side of the lot. This was close narily Barnes had wintered his show in Sawtelle side running off the Pacific Elec- 
to what we now call Sawtelle Boulevard California, having used sites in San Fran- tric’s Del Rey line in rear of the quar- 
but was then known as McLaughlin cisco and Venice in the past. 

When the show came into the Culver Photo No. 3 Menagerie cages and ring 
Photo No. 2— Huge panel facade at the Al City quarters for the first ume following stock stables (in rear) at the Barnes Culver 
G. Barnes Culver City quarters which was the 1920 season there were 5 existing City quarters. These were located immedi 
erected in 1922. This photo taken Jan. 29, ranch buildings on the property and the ately in rear of the panel front. Photo taken 
1926. Pfening Collection contractor had built some of the cat Jan. 24, 1924. Photo by Charles Puck 





Photo No. 7 Sacred oxen, bison, and buf- 
falo group worked by Miss Billie Sharp in 
outdoor training ring at Culver City Quarters 
in 1924, 


Building at left rear is a wagon 


Photo No. 8 
building at Barnes Culver City Quarters, Jan. 
29, 1924. Cage No 


was originally a 


Wagon shop and canvas loft 


177 in right foreground 
John Robinson’s Ten Big 


Shows cottage den. Immediately behind is 


Tableau No. the No, 1 
bandwagon during the mid and late teens. 
Tableau No. 181 
shop building. Photo by Charles Puck 


185 often used as 


shows in doorway of the 


Photo No. 6—Tusco, the Al G. Barnes mas 
sive elephant, in his pen at Culver City Quar- 
ters, Jan. 29, 1924. Tusco’s pen was located 
at rear of the cat cages and ring stock sta- 


bles. Photo by Charles Puck 


shop erected in 1920 while building at right 
is the larger wagon shop and canvas loft 
built in 1922. Photo by Charles Puck 


Photo No. 5 
hippo, at 
stables are at left, Tusco’s pen is in rear. 
Jan. 29, 1924. Photo by Charles Puck 


- Lotus, the famous Al G. Barnes 


Culver City quarters. Ring stock 


Layout of Al G. Barnes quarters at Culver City (Barnes City), Calif. 1920-27 showing existing 


ranch buildings and new structures erected in period 


1920-22. Sketch by Gordon Borders 
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Photo No. 9—The train is loaded in the 
quarters and ready for the 1926 tour. Photo 
by Charles Puck 


ters. The sidings provided ample storage 
space for the 30 car train. 

This quarters used three different 
names — Culver City, Barnes City, and 
Palms. It was about as close to the post 
office in Palms as it was to Culver City. 
In 1926 Barnes decided to incorporate 
the quarters and call it Barnes City. An 
election was held on the show and every 
one of the personnel voted with Mr. 
Barnes’ brother, Capt. Stonehouse, to be 


elected mayor. Los Angeles County au- 
thorities later checked the quarters for 
people and all they found were a couple 
of workmen and a few animals so 
“Barnes City” was declared unincorpo- 
rated again. 

The show again returned to the Culver 
City quarters following the 1921 season, 
however, the next winter, 1922-23, the 
show did not return to California but 
instead wintered at Dallas, Texas. Some 
have said the reason Barnes did not re- 
turn Culver City that winter was because 
of his marital difficulties and was fearful 
of legal action his wife might take. How- 


Historians, Fans and Model Builders 
ATTENTION 
Do you yearn for the days of Rubin & Cherry, Sols Liberty Shows, 
Cavalcade of Amusements, Sunset Amusements, Beckmann & Gerety 
Shows and hundreds of other famous midways? 
Do you like to read detailed reviews of modern carnivals as 


well as the old time shows? 


Do you enjoy building various model carnival rides, shows and 
rolling stock from expertly drawn plans? 

Would you like to join a club, although small in membership, 
that is willing to help fellow members? 

You will receive a special magazine, complete with photos and 
model plans, as well as special bonus items 6 times a year. 

In order to introduce serious historians and model builders to 


the CARNIVAL HISTORICAL AND MODEL BUILDERS SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA we will offer special memberships — open to any historian, 
fan or model builder during the months of August and September for 
the special price of $5.00. You will receive six issues of CAROUSEL 
newsletter, 5 sheets of colorful stationery and a membership card. 
Act today and become a member of a growing organization set 
| up to preserve and build the American Carnival Industry. 
Send your check to 
Carnival Historical and Model Builders 
Society of America 


505 Albert Lea Street Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007 


ever, Barnes told the Billboard he was 
wintering in Texas rather than returning 
to California because of the widespread 
railroad strikes at the time and was 
afraid the show might get stranded some- 
where in route. (This was a real pos- 
sibility). 

Following the 1923 season the show 
did return to Culver City for the winter 
and by then the quarters had been fully 
completed. The large wagon shop with 
canvas loft had been completed in 1921 
as had the rest of the cat cages and ring 
stock stables. In 1922::the large panel 
facade which fronted the quarters and 
Tusko’s pen were built. 

When the public visited the completed 
quarters the first thing they saw was the 
seal den, then pens of lead stock. Wild 
animals were housed in cages in the 
panel front. At the Barnes Culver City 
quarters there were more animals that 
the public could see free than most cir- 
cuses carried in their menageries. 

Baggage stock was always kept about 
two miles west of the quarters on some 
pasture property that Barnes had pur- 
chased at the same time he bought the 
quarters site. 

During the mid 1920’s the Barnes quar- 
ters was a popular place during the win- 
ter and great numbers of visitors would 
come all during the week. The Feb. 23, 
1924 Billboard commenting on the ac- 
tivities at the Barnes quarters said as 
follows: 

“The Al G. Barnes winter quarters at 
Palms continue to draw large crowds 
every afternoon and especially on Sun- 
day. Manager Charles Cook has had 
some stages erected where several at- 
tractions are placed. The Barnes Midget 
City is a sensation and eleven of the per- 
fect little doll people entertain the folks 
with song and dances. Mr. Barnes attrac- 
ted a great deal of publicity by driving 
two elks hitched to a cart down to 
Venice.” 

The show continued to winter at Cul- 
ver City during the winters of 1924-25; 
1925-26; and 1926-27. 

The winter of 1926-27 was the last for 
the show at Culver City as Barnes who 
liked to dabble in real estate as a side- 
line to his circus activities sold the quar- 
ters site to a developer shortly after the 


show left for the 1927 tour. Following 


the season the show went into new quar- 
ters at Baldwin Park, Calif. 

Today, nothing remains of the old 
Culver City quarters with exception of 
the Barnes residence as mentioned be- 
fore. Presently located in front of the 
Barnes home on Washington Boulevard 
is the California Motor Vehicle Dept. 
and the entire area in front of the old 
quarters is now business. 

Many thanks are due to the following 
who helped me with this article — Walt 
Mathie, George Perkins, Bob Mathew, 
Paul Eagles, and many others who were 
on the Barnes show. 
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pigmy hippo, to-wit 
AUGUST (NO.1) 
North told the 
hippo was 


four 
lone 


Ringling 
this big 


Henry 
that male 
purchased by his uncles in 
1902. He appears to traveled with 
Barnum & Bailey, Ringling, and perhaps 
the 1910-1911 revived Forepaugh Sells 
John Sabo that “Au- 
gust” was at Bridgeport with the Barnum 
& Bailey and that he had 
from Forepaugh-Sells (probably the 
1910-11 editions). As stated previously, 
the late W. H. Woodcock remembered 
“August” as a Ringling attraction in the 


write! 


have 


show remembers 


show come 


By Richard J. Reynolds 


days before the 1919 merger of the big 
shows. 

August's’ caree! 
Barnum & Bailey, 


Clyde Beatty between 


reported in the 


with Ringling Bros 
Frank Buck, and 
1938 and 1940 is 

paper 
will recall that the writer speculated that 
“August” died shortly after returning to 
Sarasota from Clyde Beatty’s Fort Lau- 
zoo in 1940. While it is not cer- 
tain that he made any more under canvas 
“August” lived at until 1950 

( R. Montgomery that 
the winters of the late 1940s all three 
“August”, “Lotus”, and 
shared the facilities in the big 
building. The animals 
alternating 


earliel Readers 


derdale 
tours, least 


during 


Says 


big hippos, 
“Chester” 
animal could be 
eparated by 


the indooi 


them between 


cage and outdoor pools, 1.e., 


one of them could be kept inside while 


two enjoyed the pool. 


When the 
the conclusion of the 


came off the road at 
1949 
preparations for its 


winter engagement! 


show 
season, if 
immediately made 
lirst 
C. R. Montgomery 
who had made the 


at Havana, Cuba 
that “Chester”. 
1949 season, was un- 


said 


loaded from the big 


when 
“Au 
the trip to Cuba. 
Barlow 


Cave WaLlkon 
the show got back to quarters and 
gust’ was put in for 
Blackie 


care for the old 


assigned to 
hippo in Havana. At 
the conclusion of the island engagement 
in January 1950, “August” was 
a Cuban 


Kee pel 


Was 


sold to 
circus, and the cage 
must have been No. 8S, 


turned to Sarasota. C. R 


Wagon, 
which was re- 
Montgomery 
Photo No. 2. Nile hippo, probably “August,” 
in outdoor pool at Ringling-Barnum’s Sarasota 
quarters, March, 1944. Robert D. Good photo. 


‘August’ did not 
ubans. 


recalls that live long 
with the ¢ that the old 
hippo died in the Caribbean later in 1950 
and that he first “joined out” in 1902, 
that he lived at least 48 
animal. 


Assuming 


we see year\rs 


[his IS 


as a circus one of the 
best hippo longevity records in the world 


CHESTER 


reported as a 


[his hippo was previously 
male. This is 
[he name re- 

her place of birth 

and was not intended to suggest the mas- 
culine 


wrong; 
(hester’ was a female 
ferred to Chester. Pa.. 


vende! 


birth on the 
until 
1940), 


to be correctly reported in the 


irom 
show In 


“Chester's” 
I lagenbec k 


Carcel 
VM allace 
loaned to 


1935 


she was Cole Bros. in 
appeal 
Bros. bought its 
Cincinnatl 
that had 
“Chester” was 


during the 


article. Cole 
hippo from the 
1943, a vyoungste! 


Hence, 


previous 
own ZOO in 
been born 
returned to 
winter of 1943-44, 
war time transporta- 
Ringling-Barnum 
show carry itS menagerie in 
1944, after a one year lay-off for the big 
traveling zoo. To spruce 
show's master mechanic, 
a new big hippo 
(BILLBOARD, 
ind 57) [his Cave 

With her return to the big 
‘Chester’ appears to have become a reg- 
ular trouper. C. R. Montgomery 
that “Chester” was always the Nile hippo 


there 
Sarasota 
With an 


tion 


easing of 
restrictions, the 


decided to 


things up, the 
Bill Yeske, built 
“Chester” 
1944, pp. 42 
No. 8&5. 


show. 


cage for 
Mar. ll, 


Was WafZon 


Says 
carried on the road during his tenure as 
menaverie 


1950s. 


superintendent, in the early 

Mr. Montgomery cleared up the mys- 
tery about “Chester’s” whereabouts dur- 
ing the 1955 season. It seems that at the 





Photo No. 3. Closed hippo den No. 88 as it 
appeared in 1934. The colorful title remained 
on the sideboards until 1939 and was ap- 
parently removed in 1940 or shortly there- 
after. Koford-Conover photo. 


conclusion of the 1954 season, the man- 
agement decided to purchase a male Nile 
hippo as a mate for “Chester”. “Lotus” 
had died at winter quarters during the 
summer of 1954 and “August” had passed 
away even before that, so there was 
plenty of room in the hippo cages at 
winter quarters. In any event, an adult 
male hippo was purchased abroad and 
was to be delivered in New York during 
the show’s 1955 stand at the Garden. 
Also being sent on the same ship was a 
pair of African black rhinos. The plan 
was to take the hippo and rhino cages 
empty to New York and finish the season 
with the new animals. Hence, “Chester” 
stayed at Sarasota when the show went 
north in 1955. 

The ship bringing the new animals was 
met by Mr. Montgomery, Dr. William Y. 
Higgins, and Mr. McCormick Porter 
Steele, the latter being the agent com- 
missioned by the Norths to obtain the 
new animals. Both Mr. Montgomery and 
Dr. Higgins vividly recall this event. All 


Photo No. 1. Pigmy hippo “Betty Lou” in the 
backyard, preparing for the spec “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas.” Ringling-Barnum, 
1948. Arthur Barr photo. 
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three went aboard to see the animals. 
The hippo was in a deplorable condition. 
It was an old, scarred, and emaciated ex- 
ample, obviously on the verge of death. 
Fearing that the insurance covering the 
hippo’s ocean voyage would be jeopard- 
ized if he accepted delivery of the hippo 
only to have it die within a few hours 
or minutes, Mr. Montgomery decided to 
wait as long as possible before unloading 
the animal; and, sure enough, it died in 
short order. Dr. Higgins recalls they fi- 
nally located a rendering plant in the 
northern part of the city that took the 
hippo carcass. 

The rhinos successfully joined the 
show, but the tour had to begin without 
a Nile hippo. This is why fans visiting 
the show during the early part of the 
1955 season and being told that the 
hippo had died, may have thought 
“Chester” was the unfortunate river 
horse. 

Mr. Montgomery believes “Chester” 
went out again for the il fated 1956 
season. She remained with the Ringling- 
Barnum show during the tragic years 
(for menagerie fans) when the wild ani- 
mals were sold, except for a mere hand- 
ful farmed out in the New York City 
area and used only for the spring en- 
gagement in the Garden. “Chester” was 
one of these. Her last appearance was at 
the Garden in the spring of 1960. Dr. 
Higgins supervised the menagerie at the 
Garden that year, and at the conclusion 
of the stand “Chester” and other animals 
were shipped to an animal farm in Vir- 
ginta. She died there in 1960 or early 
1961, thus ending some 26 years as a 
circus animal. 

LOTUS. It now appears that this old 
girl not only holds the record for long 
life as a circus hippo but also holds the 
world longevity record for a female of 
her species. 

In his excellent book, MY FATHER 
OWNED A CIRCUS, Judge Robert H. 
Gollmar says “Lotus” was purchased by 
Gollmar Bros. Circus from the Hagen- 
beck firm in 1903. Judge Gollmar was 
born the same year, and he relates that 
his father used to jokingly say he was 
much cheaper than “Lotus”. She arrived 
at the Baraboo quarters of the Gollmar 
show on Sunday, April 26, 1903. For this 


Photo No. 6. Lotus is shown in the Ringling- 
Barnum backyard in 1939. The cages in the 
background were used for the large Terrell 
Jacobs act. Chalmer Condon photo. 


information, the writer is indebted to the 
noted circus historian, Sverre O. Braa- 
then of Madison, Wisconsin, who ex- 
tracted the exact date from the Sauk 
County Democrat of Thursday, April 30, 
1903. 

Now the writer knows from personal 
experience that “Lotus” died in Sarasota 
during the summer of 1954, meaning 
that she spent 51 years and about two 
months as a circus animal. The total life 
in captivity would probably be about 53 
years, assuming the animal was captured 
in Africa, sent first to Europe, and 
thence to America, aS was usually the 
case with the animals bought from 
riagenbeck. 

The last time “‘Lotus” appeared on the 
hippodrome track as a regular “walk- 
around” attraction was on the Ringling 
show in 1939. Her last tour was in 1944. 
As previously reported, the big show did 
not carry a Nile hippo in 1943. How- 
ever, the next season, the revised me- 
Nnagerie carried “Betty Lou”, the pigmy 
hippo, and two nile hippos, “Chester” 
and “Lotus” (BILLBOARD, Mar. 11, 
1944, pp. 42 and 57). Thus, the ill fated 
1944 tour began with no less than three 
hippos in three separate cage wagons, 
Nos. 73, 85, and 88. At the special 1944 
preview show at Sarasota quarters, just 
before the show left for New York, these 
three cages were freshly painted and 
lined up in the open air menagerie with 
a hippo in each (see Robert Good pho- 
tos in previous article). As far as the 
writer knows, 1944 was the only time a 
circus menagerie featured three hippos 
in three separate cage wagons. Of the 
Ringling-Barnum hippos only “August”, 
the big male, remained tn winter quarters 
for the 1944 season, a state of retirement 
he seems to have enjoyed since about 
1938. 

At Sarasota quarters, in either 1946 or 
1947, “Lotus” gave birth to a baby who 
was sired by “August”. Both John Sabo 
and C. R. Montgomery recalled this 
blessed event. The show was on the road 
in New England at the time, and un- 





fortunately, the baby only lived three 
days. It seems that an attendant left too 
much water in the pool and the young- 
drowned. The event is noteworthy 
because both “Lotus” and “August” were 
more than 40 years old at the time. 

C. R. Montgomery says he never took 
“Lotus” on the road during his tenure 
as menagerie superintendent in the 1950s. 
“Chester” always made the trip because 
she was a younger animal and could bet- 
ter withstand the rigors of travel. Hence, 
the 1952 route book is erroneous when 
it says “Lotus” was the hippo exhibited 
on the midway that year as a free at- 
traction. 


ster 


The old girl’s last starring role was in 
Cecil B. DeMille’s movie, “The Greatest 
Show On Earth”. It was “Lotus” who 
went lumbering alongside the train dur- 
ing the loading scene at the 
beginning of the picture. The scene was 
filmed in the spring of 1951, and from 
that date until her death during the sum- 
mer of 1954, the old girl apparently never 
left her comfortable cage and pool in 
the big animal building at Sarasota 
quarters. 

AUGUST (NO. 2). As noted pre- 
viously, the adult male hippo originally 
destined for the big show in 1955 died 
before being unloaded from the boat in 
New York. C. R. Montgomery said that 
an order was placed with a dealer for 
another male Nile hippo and, in the 
meantime, the show went forward minus 
a hippo to fill big cage wagon No. 85. 

While the show out in the mid- 
west, the new hippo arrived at an eastern 
port along with a young male African 
elephant named “Diamond” that the show 
had arranged to acquire for the 
1955 season. Mr. Montgomery left the 
show to pick up the and re- 
joined the show with Detroit, 
Mich., July 1-3, 1955. 

As stated in the previous article, the 
new hippo was also named “August” and 
installed in No. 85 which it 


Sarasota 


Was 


also 


animals 
them in 


was cage 
Photo No. 4. Nile hippo “Chester” in Ringling- 
Barnum menagerie at East Point (Atlanta), 
Georgia, on November 1, 1954. Richard J. 
Reynolds photo. 
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shared with the pigmy hippo “Betty Lou” 
for the remainder of the 1955 season. In 
the earlier paper, the writer erroneously 
assumed that “August No. 2” made the 
1956 season and died in 1960 or 1961 
Mr. Montgomery says “Chester” was the 
hippo involved with events. “Au 
gust No. 2” is very much alive today at 
the Jackson, zoo where he 
has breeding male. 
him to the zoo 


these 
Mississippi 
fine 


sold 


into a 
Ringling-Barnum 
in 1958. 

LADY. 
the hippo 


names “Lilly” 


grown 


correct name for 
previously identified by the 
and “Eva”. Bob Dietch, 
who boarded her for Ringling-Barnum 
it his Kiddie Zoo in Fair Lawn, New 
Jersey, told me that he had kept only 
Ringling-Barnum hippos under the 
show’s plan whereby the Madison Square 
Garden menagerie was “farmed out” in 
the New York area. The first of these 
was “Chester”! who went to Virginia in 
1960 where she died. The second was 
“Lady”, born in New York’s Central 
Park Zoo and sold as a youngster to 
Ringling-Barnum in 1961. This is the 
new hippo referred to by Bill Elbirn in 
his articles about the Ringling-Barnum 
menagerie in BANDWAGON, May-June 
and Sept.-Nov. 1961. 

“Lady” is the only Ringling-Barnum 
hippo that never traveled with the under- 
canvas show. She was exhibited only at 
Madison Square Garden and spent the 
of her time under the care of Bob 
Dietch. During the summer of 1965, Mr. 
Dietch exhibited her at the Dorney Park 
Zoorama, Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Dietch says that in 
1966 he delivered “Lady” to the huge 
zoo at Busch Gardens, Tampa, Fla. 
where she ts living at present. Her com- 
panion at the big Anheuser-Busch at- 
traction is “Eva”, a hippo that belongs 
to Pete Cristiani and who arrived 
there in September, 1966. 

Mr. Dietch says that 1967 was the first 


This is the 


two 


resl 


September, 


also 


In his conversation with the writer, Mr. Dietch 
identified the first “farmed out’’ hippo as “Lo- 
tus’’. However, this cannot be 
“Lotus” died in 1954. I asked Mr. Dietch if 
“Chester” was the correct name but he did 
not recognize it. Obviously, Mr. Dietch was 
given the wrong name. Mr. Dietch’s first hippo 
just had to be “‘Chester”’ 
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correct since 
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season Ringling-Barnum did not exhibit 
a hippo at Madison Square Garden. 

BETTY LOU (pigmy hippo). The 
previous paper contains all the data 
about the career of this female, the only 
pigmy hippo ever exhibited by Ringling- 
Barnum. She is still living in the Overton 
Park Zoo, Memphis, fenn. to which she 
was sold by the circus in 1958. 

C. R. Montgomery that during 
the winter he sometimes removed “Betty 
Lou” from the moat around monkey is- 
land, her usual winter home, and put her 
in a cage wagon. The concrete floor in 
the monkey island was rough on her 
feet, and this problem could be alleviated 
by occasionally putting her in a 
wagon for exhibition to the 
Visitors. 


Says 


cage 
Sarasota 


Before closing there should be some 
comment about hippo cage wagons. In 
the earlier paper I said that four and 
perhaps five cages were used between 
1938 and 1967 and that two of them, 
Nos. 73 and 78, may have been one and 
the same. This is completely erroneous as 
Was pointed out in the “Readers’ Com- 
ments” section in the May-June 1966 is- 
sue (p. 17). Members Gordon Potter, 
Don and Bob Sams ‘have pro- 
vided information whitch together with 
that at hand shows that Ringling-Barnum 
used no less than six different cages for 
hippos during the period under consider- 
ation. These were Nos. 71, 73, 77, 78, 
85, and 88. 

Numbers 73 
different 


(arson, 


and 78 
No. 78 


were 


definitely 
was originally 
built as a rhino den in 1924, and a hippo 


CaLles. 


tank was added in 1939. In 1940 it was 
spotted in the backyard and housed the 
alligators and props for Tanit Ikao’s con- 
show. In 1941 and 1942 it carried 
the pigmy hippo after which it seems to 
have been retired for years. It 
was last used as the rhino cage in 1948. 
No. 73 dates back to the days of the old 
Ringling Brothers World’s’ Greatest 
Shows. It had been used for lions or 


cert 


several 


Photo No. 


indoor 


in her 


5. Nile hippo “Chester” 
cage in house at 


March 15, 1955. 


the big animal 
Sarasota winter quarters, 


Richard J. Reynolds photo. 





other animals up until 1942, when it was 
badly burned in the menagerie fire at 
Cleveland. Sent back to Sarasota, it was 
repaired and outfitted with a tank to 
house the pigmy hippo “Betty Lou”. It 
was used for this purpose from 1943 
through the 1947 season, after which it 
was retired. No. 73 may now be seen at 
the Ringling Circus Museum, Sarasota, 
Florida. 


Don Carson’s notes show that No. 71 
was the cage housing the pigmy hippo 
in 1948. That season “Betty Lou” was 
used in the spec (see accompanying 
photo) and her cage stayed in the back- 
yard. I do not believe No. 71 was used 
as a hippo den before 1948; and the next 
year, 1949, the pigmy hippo was put in 
No. 77, one of the new cages converted 
from ex-World War II Army ordnance 
trailers. Thus, No. 71 was apparently 
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used on the road as a hippo cage only 
in 1948. 


The earlier paper gave the details 
about big hippo cages Nos. 85 and 88. 
C. R. Montgomery said loading and un- 
loading the Nile hippos from these wa- 
gons was a tough job. This operation had 
to be accomplished inside the old animal 
building as the moated bathing pools pre- 
vented loading from the outside. The 
area inside the building, available for 
storing cage wagons and backing them 
up to the permanent dens, was so narrow 
that the big hippo cage wagons could not 
be maneuvered into the loading position 
by ordinary backing-up procedures. In- 
Stead, the floor had to be soaked in 
water so that the pneumatic rubber tires 
would slide. Then two crawler-type trac- 
tors would have to push, pull, and slide 
the big cage wagons into position so that 
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their loading doors would be flush against 
the gate of the permanent den. 

While No. 88 apparently rotted away 
or was destroyed at Sarasota, No. 85 is 
still in existence. Bob Dietch told me he 
still has it in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. 

I hope to write a similar paper about 
the Ringling-Barnum hippos prior to 
1938 but this presents more of a chal- 
lenge. This was before my day, and de- 
tailed records of specific menagerie ani- 
mals are almost non-existent. Very few 
of the old menagerie men of those days 
are still around and all too often their 
personal recollections are dimmed by the 
passage of many years. Thus, the story 
must be put together from a clue here 
and a tiny squib there, a most exhaust- 
ing job. Therefore, the writer would be 
most appreciative of any information 
about pre-1938 hippos that any reader 
could provide. 
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head is in purple ink and signed by Hyatt Frost. 





The meeting was officially called to 
order by President Robert Parkinson with 
approximately 50 members present. 

[he was given by Rev. 
Robert CHS Chaplain. Each 
member was asked to stand and identify 
himself. 

A motion to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes of last year’s meeting was 
made by Daniel Draper and seconded by 
David Price. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, Julian 
Jimenez, the financial report was read by 
the Secretary. In brief it stated: income 
$8,403.11, expenses $3,033.23 with a bal- 
ance in the bank of $5,369.88. 

[he President appointed the follow- 
ing members to the resolutions commit- 
tee: David Price, Chairman; Robert Gro- 
ver, Charles Hill and William McFann. 
He requested that they the 
meeting and prepare for 
presentation before the 


invocation 
Gsrover, 


from 
report 


close of 


retire 
their 
the 
Session. 

Secretary John Boyle presented a re- 
port on the membership status of the or- 
ganization during the past year. In brief 
he gave these statistics: resignations, 8; 
reinstated, 9; new mem- 
bers, 81; giving a net membership of 921. 
that the enclosure of a 
membership application in 
of the had 


or new 


drop-outs, 25; 
He commented 
a recent issue 
Bandwagon brought a surge 
members. 
Braathen 


would be 


that two cir- 
playing nearby in Wis- 
the conclusion of the conven 
Kelly-Miller in Winsor and Sells & 
Gray in Menominee. 

Mr. Parkinson outlined the events 
scheduled for the day and said as of that 
hour 105 were expected at the banquet 
that evening. 

[he President reported on the meet- 
ing of the Board of Directors, held the 


prior day, including some suggested sub- 


»sverre advised 
CUuSeS 
consin al 


110Nn, 


the business meet 
ing. [he new membership roster was one 
of the topics 

Fred Pfening outlined the planned for- 
mat for 


ects for discussion at 


the roster. with members’ names 


being listed geographically with zip 


MINUTES OF THE 
BUSINESS MEETING OF 
THE CIRCUS HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY, INC. 
BARABOO, WISCONSIN 
JULY 7, 1967 


codes. An alphabetical index will be in 
the back as done in the current roster. 
He reported that printing quotations were 
being requested and that in all prob- 
ability it would be printed in Baraboo. 
He asked that all addresses on the Band- 
wagon envelopes be checked and any 
zip code be re- 
ported to him for up-dating of the ad- 
dressograph plate list prior to the publi- 
cation of the roster. 

Mr. Parkinson that the roster 
will be published following the election 
of the new officers, so that it might be 
up to date for the following two years. 

Mr. Braathen suggested that if at all 
possible the new roster be pocket size. 

Chairman presented the report 
of the 

‘Resolved 
and 
of appreciation fo! 
the (¢ 


changes of address or 


added 


Price 
resolutions committee. 
the following named per! 
organizations be 
the 
Historical 


1967 convention 


sons written letters 


invaluable assist 


ance to ircus Society in 
staging its 
Mr. Robert A. Uthlein, Ji 
[he Joseph Schlitz Brewing Co., The 
Circus World Museum and its director 
Charles P. Fox, the Chicago & North 
western Railroad, the Baraboo Elks Club, 
the Sauk County Circus Band, John Her- 
riott, William H. B 
ord Catering Company of 

Ihe Secretary 
these 


Ihe 


nembel! 


successfully 


President of 


Jones and the Gay- 
Madison.” 
was requested to write 
letters 

letter from CHS 
requesting the 
the effort of the 
Wisconsin, in having 
the State of Wisconsin erect an historical 
the Dode 


read a 
Robert Gollmar 
of the CHS tn 
Wonewoc. 


President 





support 
town Ol 
there 


marke! commemorating 


Fisk Circus. No cost would be involved 
and it is within the framework of the 
CHS in helping to preserve circus his- 
tory. [he members present confirmed the 
approval of the Society by 
consent. 


Common 


Mr. Parkinson gave an explanation of 
the election procedures as stated in the 
newly approved Amendment 4 of the by- 
laws. 

Michael Sporrer, a member of the 
nominating committee presented the sug- 
gested slate of candidates for officers of 
the CHS in the election to be held 
fall. The names presented plus 
offered from the floor President, 
Gaylord Hartman; Vice President, Rich- 
ard E. and Elbert Wert: Sec- 
retary, Price: Treasurer, Julian 
Jimenez. 

On 
ond by 


this 
those 
weisc. 


( onovel 
David 


Fred Pfening and 
Draper the nominations 


motion of 
Daniel 


were closed. 


scc- 


A second motion was made 
the slate and present it to the 
membership for vote. Approved. 

Jorgen Christiansen was introduced 
and he told of the background of his 
famous animal act, and the reasons 
for its not being given on the road dur- 
ing the 1927 Ringling-Barnum season. 

Gaylord Hartman commented on 
successful term of Robert 
President and asked that 
thanks be 


{to acce pl 


the 
Parkinson as 
a rising vote of 

Mr. Hartman 
also asked that the same appreciation be 
given the Secretary. 


accorded him. 


Vice President Hartman then outlined 
membership of the CHS in various states 
and related this to possible convention 
sites. 

Michael Sporrer called for more effort 
on the part of asked that 


members requesting in- 


members and 


answel letters 
rormation. 
Frank Goldquist 


Parkinson on his 


commended Mr: 
willing and thorough 
correspondence. 

William H. B. took the floor 
Stating we are all his brothers and to give 


Jones 


solid evidence of his feelings he was do- 


nating $100.00 to the treasury of the 





Circus Historical Society. His gift was 
acknowledged by President Parkinson. 
Further discussion was given to the lo- 
cation of future conventions. The Presi- 
dent said it was necessary to have an 
active and interested committee in a 
given city to arrange for the meeting and 
asked for comments and suggestions. 


Mel Miller stated he felt a historical 
site should be selected. Fred Pfening 
commented that the Milwaukee parade 
was becoming a mecca yearly for fans, 
drawing more than any of the three 
group’s conventions, and suggested that 
Milwaukee be considered, with the con- 
vention activities being held in the eve- 
nings. William McFann suggested that 
there were a number of other more his- 
torical sites. Robert Grover suggested 
Somers, New York. 

Daniel Draper in a short talk asked 
for more work and interest among the 
members in the organization. Jorgen 
Christinsen commented on the possible 
uniting of the three circus groups. 

The meeting was closed with a bene- 
diction by Rev. Grover, following ad- 
journment by President Parkinson. 


REGISTRATION LIST 


Earl M. Allen, Sikeston, Missouri 
Louise B. Allen, Sikeston, Missouri 
Michael Sporrer, Redmond, Washington 


Albert Conover, Xenia, Ohio 

Richard E. Conover, Xenia, Ohio 

Fritzie Conover, Xenia, Ohio 

Charles Hill, Aurora, Ilinois 

Agnes Hill, Aurora, Illinois 

James Branyan, Huntington, Indiana 
John Daniel Draper, Bethany, W. Va. 
Rosalie Draper, Bethany, W. Virginia 
Wilbur A. Teusch, Huntington, Indiana 
Steve Seipp, Park Ridge, Illinois 

Dr. H. H. Conley, Park Ridge, Illinois 
Gaylord Hartman, Washington, Penna. 
John D. Martin, Martinsburg, W. Va. 
John W. Lower, Jr., Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Fred D. Pfening, Jr., Columbus, Ohio 
Fred Pfening III, Columbus, Ohio 
Lawrence T. Larson, Marenisco, Mich. 
Mrs. L. T. Larson, Marenisco, Mich. 
Sverre O. Braathen, Madison, Wis. 

Faye Braathen, Madison, Wis. 

Hallie D. Olstadt, Madison, Wis. 

Dude Schrack, Mansfield, Ohio 

Ruth Schrack, Mansfield, Ohio 

Francis Graham, Dixon, I}linois 

Frank C. Goldquest, Savanna, IIinois 
Mrs. Frank Goldquest, Savanna, Illinois 
William L. McFann, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
William E. McFann, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Ben Kronberger, Cleveland, Ohio 

Bill Watsch, Cleveland, Ohio 

Mel Miller, Sarasota, Fla. 

Eric Wilson, Iowa City, Iowa 

Betty Wilson, Iowa City, Iowa 

Dave Price, Nashville, Tenn. 

Joseph Bourgious, Worcester, Mass. 
Alfred Miller, Worcester, Mass. 

Carl August Sonnenberg, Moscow, Russia 
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Cliff Cowen, Oshkosh, Wis. 

Mrs. Cliff Cowen, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Lloyd Bender, Steubenville, Ohio 
Ottis C. Cooper, Nashville, Tenn. 
Henry H. Farr, Jr., Nashville, Tenn. 
Robert Parkinson, Baraboo, Wis. 
Mrs. Robert Parkinson, Baraboo, Wis. 
Gregg Parkinson, Baraboo, Wis. 
Charles Gonzales, Utica, Mich. 
Nedra Gonzales, Utica, Mich. 
Clarence Fuller, Salem, Ohio 

Bette Leonard, Wichita, Kansas 
Jimmy Cole, Middletown, R. I. 
Jorgen Christiansen, Rochester, Ind. 
Edna Christiansen, Rochester, Ind. 
Dick Rosenberger, Alexandria, Ind. 
Robert Grover, Waverly, N. Y. 
Earl Schmid, Pittsburgh, Penna. 
Betty Schmid, Pittsburgh, Penna. 
W. H. B. Jones, Hattiesburg, Miss. 
W. T. Roers, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mrs. W. T. Roers, Minneapolis, Minn. 
James Kieffer, Baraboo, Wis. 
Richard Deptula, Lorain, Ohio 
Fred Dahlinger, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Jack Painter, Ruston, La. 

John Boyle, Cleveland, Ohio 

Don Francis, San Francisco, Calif. 
Cal Bergner, Baraboo, Wis. 

Johnny Vogelsang, Niles, Mich. 
Viola Vogelsang, Niles, Mich. 

W. H. Brown, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Richard Bennett, Elgin, Illinois 


CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 


CHS 1967 CONVENTION 

With the arrival of the Circus Parade 
Limited in Baraboo, July 5th, it was evi- 
dent by the crowd at the “runs” that the 
1967 C.H.S. Convention was going to be 
well attended. As it turned out, 103 per- 
sons were recorded as having attended. 

The annual banquet was held Thurs- 
day evening at the Elks Club. President 
Parkinson presided, and special guests 
were introduced including Jack Painter, 
of Ruston, Louisiana, President of the 
C.F.A.; C. P. Fox, Director of the Cir- 
cus World Museum; and our own Bette 
Leonard, past president of the CHS from 
Wichita, Kansas. 

John Herriott’s presentation of the 
“candy pitch” initiated the program, with 
Dave Price, Al Conover and Mel Miller 
as “butchers.” The “pitch” was so good, 
many coins could be heard falling on the 
tables as banquet guests prepared to pay 
for their candy —they put their money 
away when they realized all guests were 
getting their candy free. In the manner 
of the big shows of the past, after the 
candy pitch came the performance. With 
announcement and fanfare for “The 
Grand Entry,” the stage curtain was 
pulled and the Sauc County Circus Band 
struck up “Robinson’s Grand Entry.” A 
45 minute circus band concert followed. 
All pieces were real cockle-stirring num- 
bers, including “Royal Decree,” “The Big 
Cage,” “Lasses Trombone,” “Ringling 
Bros. Grand Entry,” ‘Robbins Bros. Tri- 
umphal,” etc. It was a grand event that 
few will forget. By popular request 


(really!) John Herriott and Ethel Rom- 
melfanger repeated their stellar perform- 
ance of “Old Showman’s Heaven.” Door 
prizes were furnished by Fred Pfening, 
Jr. and L. A. Schrack, and others. The 
Schlitz Parade and Train movie was 
shown informally after the banquet. 

The Business Session was held Friday 
morning, which will be covered by the 
minutes. 

Mel Miller started off the Variety 
Forum Friday evening with remarks rel- 
ative to developments at the Ringling 
Museum of the Circus in Sarasota, Flor- 
ida. Dick Conover’s illustrated presenta- 
tion of surviving wagons was most re- 
vealing. Bob Parkinson talked briefly on 
the responsibility of CHS members to 
hold to historic facts, and Fred Pfening 
gave some tips on preparation of an ar- 
ticle for Bandwagon. A highlight of the 
evening was the pictorial report of Rick 
Pfening and Al Conover on their tour of 
European Circuses. The boys did a fine 
job on both photography and presenta- 
tion. The Circus World Museum showed 
a movie of the Tim McCoy and Ringling 
shows of 1938. It was a short movie, 
but the subject matter was unique indeed. 

Convention Sidelights. It was great to 
see Bette Leonard with us. Chappie Fox 
announced a real step forward by the 
Circus World Museum —a fine, new, 
truly fire-proof and secure building in 
which the archives and research mate- 
rials of the museum are to be main- 
tained. Our sincerest thoughts went out 
to Gay Hartman for his continued loyal 
service despite his recent Joss. What was 
the secret involving the lucky numbers, 
at the banquet, between Ricky Pfening 
and Greg Parkinson—the whole thing 
looked rather “buggy.” Most frequently 
heard remark, “Fred Pfening, Jr. is do- 
ing a great job on Bandwagon. How do 
we thank him?” Answer: tell him how 
you feel. The cogtest between Doc Boyle 
and Don Francis to see which can insult 
the other the worst continues, and the 
decision remains in doubt. Jimmy Wil- 
liams, CWM clown, spoke for all Mu- 
seum employees thanking CHS for their 
hospitality at the banquet. Jorgen and 
Edna were with us, and it’s always great 
to have these veterans in our company. 

A special thanks goes to “Jonesie” of 
Hattiesburg, Miss. for his generous do- 
nation. We will all benefit from his good 
nature. Thanks also to Jim Kieffer and 
Dick Bennett for their help on the Reg- 
istration Desk. Steve Seipp was in charge 
of the Bull Room which displayed excit- 
ing circusiana of all types. Highlights 
were Fred Pfening’s rare lithographs and 
Al Conover’s “Robbins Bros. Circus.” 
Youngest member present, Fred Dah- 
linger, Jr. of Milwaukee. Most insep- 
arable members present, Bill and McFann 
— they do everything as a team, and 
they'll leave Cedar Rapids together, or 
not at all. The Hansons of Denmark took 
honors hands down for coming the 
farthest. 
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These photos were taken for the Bandwagon, by Albert Conover, official CHS 
photographer. 





4Rs Tro 


° 
ANIMAL EXH Ay 
nM y. | 


OSE 


History of the Cole Bros. 


(Cine) (125)((040) 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


SUPPLEMENT 


Don F. Smith, CHS’s founder and first 
president, has generously loaned from his 
collection some extremely valuable orig- 
inal correspondence which Jess Adkins 
gave to him in early 1940. 

The first letter, written Jan. 12, 1937 
from Adkins to Sam W. Gumpertz, Gen- 
eral Manager of Ringling-Barnum, indi- 
cates that Adkins was extremely anxious 
to lease the Hagenbeck-Wallace title. It 
is assumed that had this effort been suc- 
cessful the title would have been placed 
on the huge 40 car show which Adkins 
and Terrell put on the road in 1937. 
Others were also interested in obtaining 
use of the Hagenbeck-Wallace title and 
of course the title and equipment for a 
35 car railroad show were leased by 
Gumpertz to Ed Arlington and J. Frank 
Hatch, who after a few weeks on the 
road sold out to Howard Y. Bary. Ad- 
kins and Terrell, of course, continued to 
use the Cole Bros. title in 1937 after 
their unsuccessful try at the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace title. Adkins knew the value of 
the H-W title and what he was able to 
do with the huge 50 car 1934 show 
which made more money that season 
than Ringling-Barnum. No doubt Gum- 
pertz also had that in mind when he 
turned Adkins down in favor of Hatch 
and Arlington. 

The second bit of correspondence is a 
telegram and subsequent reply from Ad- 
kins to John Ringling North on Jan. 31, 
1938 who had by now replaced Gum- 
pertz as head man of Ringling-Barnum. 
This telegram indicates Adkins’ great 
desire and most generous offer to use the 
John Robinson Circus title and a few 
pieces of equipment at Peru. Adkins 
wanted the Robinson title to go on the 
No. 2 show being framed to go out in 
1938. Again his attempt was unsuccessful 
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as indicated by North’s short and schol- 
arly reply. 

The letter from John Robinson IV to 
Adkins is in conjunction with the No. 2 
show being framed to go out in 1938 and 
the part Robinson would possibly play 
in the new show. It may be recalled the 
new show did rent the group of John 
Robinson elephants for a short time in 
1938. 

Don Smith wrote the following in- 
teresting bit of explanation concerning 
this correspondence. 

“The letters are in regard to Cole 
Bros. efforts to obtain Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace title in 1937 and the John Robinson 
title in 1938. It would appear that the 
Robbins Bros. title was arranged for, 
but only used as a last resort when deals 
for the larger show did not materialize 
in time for the 1938 season. Jess Adkins 
was so certain that he could get the John 
Robinson title that he held out until the 
very last minute before announcing the 
Robbins name and had leased the John 
Robinson elephants as further proof of 
the name being “real”. His telegram 
shows that he hoped to obtain the re- 
maining cages of the John Robinson 
Circus then stored at Peru to further 
enhance the illusion. The loss of these 
wagons and cars may also account for 
the cutting in size of the new show as 
Adkins had already drained the supply 
of equipment in former quarters of 
Christy, Hall, Buchanan, 101 Ranch, etc. 
and there was not much else to choose 
from unless built from the ground up. 

“In explanation of the letters, the one 
from John Robinson IV referred to the 
individuals concerned—NOT—the actual 
name of the new show. 

“When I saw the reply from North, I 
remarked that it seemed an odd answer 
to the earlier telegram requesting imme- 
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diate reply, Jess Adkins laughed and 
said, ‘That is only John’s educated way 
of stating that I twisted his arm, and he 
was surprised at my nerve, but the 
answer is NO’. During my visit at the 
home of Roland Butler in 1956 I asked 
his opinion of the above correspondence. 
He said that Jess had it figured exactly 
right and that the deal WOULD have 
been a good one for all concerned 
especially , with Adkins in charge, but 
Ringling was afraid of the added oppo- 
sition. This probably hastened the de- 
struction of all usable equipment at 
Peru a few years later, although Adkins 
had passed away in the meantime and 
there were no more American showmen 
with the audacity to twist the arm of a 
Ringling for a few wagons with which 
to build a show.” 

Another interesting letter from the 
Pfening collection is reproduced here 
and is from Mrs. Frank A. Robbins and 
her son, Milton A. Robbins to Adkins 
and Terrell on Feb. 16, 1938 concerning 
the status of the Robbins Bros. title. 
When the John Robinson deal fell 
through then final arrangements were 
made with Mrs. Robbins and Milton for 
use of the Robbins Bros. title for the 
No. 2 show in 1938. 

Don F. Smith has also loaned from 
his collection an important letter written 
by Baker-Lockwood tent manufacturers 
to Jess Adkins on April 26, 1938 con- 
cerning the shipment of his canvas order 
for Robbins Bros. in 1938. This letter 
from the Rochester quarters files clears 
up the matter of the exact size and 
specifications of the big top and other 
canvas Robbins Bros. used on opening 
day 1938. 

The penciled sketch reproduced here 
was made by Adkins himself and later 
given by him to Don Smith who has 


Size of GAS os wot <eg If on Kebbeona Bros Crena - 1933. 


SS wirn AJo mM igaies 


- ATiDWAY 


Wa ‘za 


“LOCATION OF LIGHT PLaNTs 


"BAMNER LIwE 
$6 BANNERS 
{76 FT Long 


be OBBINS 


30 BEACONS on TRACK 
3 FLOODS ovER “RIVE s 


BELGIUM WAGen #2 Ticker WAGON 


Sa! 2 
2 UNTH 24> MiIDDLES 


BigToP- 4 GHANDELIERS -DovEcée 
Menagerie ~S re - SINGLE 
Side SHow-4 “2 - 
DRessine Rr. “ - 
MIDWAY -(5 BEACONS — 





generously 
in this 


loaned it to me tor inclusion 
Series oOf articles. The sketch 
shows the size and tents and layout for 
Robbins Bros. in 1938 and is a 
valuable document to be 
historians, model 
fans in general. 

JESS ADKINS AND ZACK TERRELL 
AMUSEMENT ENTERPRISES 
COLE BROS. CIRCUS 

Rochester, Indiana 

[2 January 1937 
Mr. S. W. Gumpertz, General Manager 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus 
Sarasota, Florida 


most 
studied by 


circus builders, and 


Dear Mr. Gumpertz: 

[he subject on which I am writing you 
may or may not be of interest to you, 
and in case it is not, will ask that you 
just tear this letter up and consider the 
matter confidential. 

I have of course read all the published 
reports in regard to you leasing to Mr. 
Sparks, the John Robinson and_ the 
Sparks Circus titles, which I consider 
very good judgment on your part, as it 
will keep the titles alive & before the 
public, at time giving you some 
revenue thru the use of the titles. Now, 
what I have in mind is the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace title. What would 
leasing us this title, keeping it alive be- 
fore the public until such time as you 
might want to use it yourself, as I am 
sure you are looking well into the future 
in circus business. | 


Same 


you say to 


have been told you 


a lease to private par 
ties for this season, parties who are not 


were considering 


in the circus business at present, thereby 
creating another show in the circus field. 
If you would consider favorably a lease 
to us, the title 
reputable show, as large as the title has 
been that is al- 
ready on the road, leaving the number of 
circuses tn the field the same as now. At 
time if you and 
ourselves could get together on route, so 
the routes at no time conflict & eliminate 
any opposition whatsoever, and there 
are in my opinion many things which 
could be better accomplished by working 
together. A deal of this kind would also 
be little encouragement for others 
may contemplate entering the 

business. There are sO many 


would be used on a 


accustomed to. a show 


the same leased to us 


who 
circus 


features in 


a deal of this kind which would be mu- 
tually that it is not pos- 
sible to cover them in a letter, so if you 
are at all interested, I would be very 
glad to arrange a meeting with you and 
go further 

Thanking you for a reply at 
early convenience, with best wishes and 
personal regard, I remain, 

Cordially yours, 


advantageous 


into details. 
youl 


S 

Jess Adkins 
(The above is copy of original letter on 
Adkins and Terrell letterhead, now in 
the Don F. Smith Collection, 18612 
Dale Ave., Detroit, Mich.) 

Rochester, Indiana 

January 31, 1938 
Mr. John Ringling North, 
General Manager, Ringling Bros. & 
Barnum & Bailey Combined Circus 
Sarasota, Florida 

The limit of time has arrived to order 

paper for our number two show. Rather 
than use the tithe we have arranged for, 
which is similar to Robinson, I am mak- 
ing you herewith another offer for the 
John Robinson title together with a few 
wagons and cars now available at Peru. 
Stop. We you ten thousand 
dollars a year for a period of five years, 
five thousand down on signing of con- 
tract and five thousand July first, 
fifteen percent of the road profits. This 
should you twenty-five to 
thirty thousand dollars a season for the 
this tithe and small amount of 
property and you know that I would put 
on such a performance that would build 
up the title and make it worth more 
money at the end of the five year period 
than at present. For this reason would 
want in contract we would have 
first option on title at end of five year 
period. You know that we are reliable 
and experienced showmen. I personally 
received my first schooling under the 
Ringling Brothers and I believe you will 
find my first schooling has been re- 
flected in any circus performance I have 
put together. So you need have no fear 
of the organization not being properly 
handled. Your representative could check 
these wagons and cars to us. We would 
move them here to Rochester so would 
not bother your Peru winterquarters in 


will give 


and 
give at least 


use of 


clause 


Further the small amount of 
property we are asking with this title is 
not five percent of the amount of physi- 
cal property you are furnishing to Mr. 
Bary with the Hagenbeck Wallace Cir- 
cus. Stop. You have thousand 
worth of John Robinson paper 
on the shelf at Erie, for which your com- 
pany is responsible and we would of 
course take paper off your hands. 
Stop. All in all I really cannot see any 
way but what an arrangement of this 
kind would be mutually beneficial. Will 
you please give the matter consideration 
and advise me by wire at your earliest, 
final decision in the With 


the least. 


several 
dollars 


this 


matter. best 
wishes and regards. 


Jess Adkins 


(Above is exact copy of telegram from 
winterquarters files in Rochester. J. R. 
North replied by personal letter three 
weeks later as follows. ) 

Sarasota, Feb. 21, 
Mr. Jess Adkins, 
c/o Cole Bros. Circus, Rochester, Indiana 
Dear Jess: 

Thank very much for your 
thoughtful wire. I am glad to report that 
I am quite recovered by now, with the 
exception of a strained arm. With 
wishes for a successful season, I am 

Very truly yours, 
Ss 


John Ringling North 


1938. 


you 


best 


(The above telegram and letter are now 
in the Don F. Smith Collection, 18612 
Dale Ave., Detroit, Mich.) 

(Below is portion of letter from John 
Robinson IV to Jess Adkins. ) 

Feb. 3, 1938 
Mr. Jess Adkins 
Cole Bros. Circus 
Rochester, Indiana 
Dear Jess: 

Will be passing through Rochester late 
Sunday afternoon. If you are not busy, 
would like to chat with you late Sunday. 
Maybe we can set up the Robbins-Ad- 
kins-Robinson new combined circus. 
Very truly yours 

— 
John Robinson IV 
(Above letter now part of the Don F. 
Smith Collection. ) 
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(Below is exact copy of a letter in the 
Fred Pfening Jr. Collection.) 
Miami, Fla. 
16 Feb. 1938 


Messrs. Adkins & Terrell 
Rochester, Ind. 
Gentlemen. 

In regard to the name Robbins Bros. 
Circus, Robbins Circus or Frank A. 
Robbins Circus. 

The name ROBBINS is the actual 
title. The modification of that name by 
adding the word brother or famous does 
not in any way alter the name of Rob- 
bins. 

It is the ROBBINS CIRCUS that the 
public since the 1880 remember. 

In order however to further clinch 
this title than the right of first and for- 
mer usage the Robbins Bros. Circus Inc. 
(Illinois) has registered its name in the 
bureau for the purpose in Washington, 
D.C. with the U.S. Government. Also 
copyrighted through the U.S. patent 


office different forms of advertising 
matter. 

We therefore are positive that we 
have the right to the use or to keep 
others from using this name in connec- 
tion with a circus, and will do all in our 
power to keep those who have no right 
from the use of this name. 

Very truly yours, 

——s— Mrs. Frank A. Robbins 
(Widow of Frank A. Robbins) 
—s— Milton A. Robbins 
(of the Robbins Bros. Circus Inc.) 
BAKER-LOCKWOOD 
AMERICA’S BIG TENT HOUSE 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
April 26, 1938 
Robbins Bros. Circus 
Rochester, Indiana 
Attn: Mr. Jess Adkins 
My dear Jess: 

I am pleased to advise you that we 
have shipped by Roadway twenty-seven 
bales of tents, and the shipment con- 
sisted of the following: 

140 ft. round top with three 50 ft. 


middle pieces 

ft. high sidewall for the 140 ft. 
top 

seat and masking curtains 

back door curtains 

20x40 kitchen tent with 7 ft. high 

sidewall 

leanto for the cookhouse wagon 

ring carpets 30 ft. in diameter 

Marquee for dining tent 

274 ft. lineal feet of 8” sun border 

12 chafing cloths that were on the 
140 ft. top. 

The first has gone forward and the 
balance will keep firing right at you 
repeatedly. 

Hoping you are enjoying the best of 
health, and with best regards, we are. 

Yours very truly, 

Baker Lockwood Mfg. Co. Inc. 

— S — 

Jimmie Morrisey—Sales Dept. 
(Above is exact copy of correspondence 
confirming shipment of tent canvas to 
Robbins Bros. Circus as ordered. From 
the Don Smith Collection.) 
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Although it 
from the last issue of the Bandwagon, 
response has been very good to this new 
column. If any readers have any infor- 
mation not included in the answers, we 
would be glad to hear from them, also. 
The address for this, as well as any 
questions, is: 2515 Dorset Road; Co- 
lumbus, Ohio 43221. 


‘these. 


Q. Would like information about this 
show, or shows: Col. F. M. Smith’s Stu- 
pendous Aggregation and Haviland’s Stu- 
pendous Aggregation. Harve Poe; Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. Ralph Hadley of Lowery 
City, Kansas also asked this question. 

A. An exhaustive search of reference 
files, Billboards, Clippers, White Tops, 
Bandwagons, and pictures has turned up 
very little of either of these shows. The 
only piece of concrete information lo- 
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cated 

photo of a wagon from the Haviland 
show; or perhaps this wagon was the 
Haviland show. This photo was reputedly 
taken on Fred Buchanan’s Yankee Rob- 
inson Circus in 1913. It has been ascer- 
tained that the man in front of the wa- 
gon is the late John Haviland, former 
CHS member. It appears that the Smith 
and Haviland outfits were one in the 
same as Mr. Poe suggested. It also ap- 
pears to have been a pit and fair attrac- 
tion rather than a full-fledged circus; 
neither the Sturtevant or Chindahl works 
make any mention of them. 


Q. Give some information about the 
Cole Bros. one ring, three car circus of 
1922. Wes Herwig; Randolph Center, 
Vermont. 

A. This small circus was owned by 
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Elmer H. Jones, “the king of the two- 
car circus.” If information in the March- 
April 1958, Bandwagon can be consid- 
ered accurate, the show was actually one 
or two cars, rather than three. Jones op- 
erated two cars, usually one ring, circuses 
from 1904 until 1934. He used the Cole 
Bros. title from 1918 to 1924. The next 
year the title was changed to Cooper 
Bros. His brother, J. A. Jones, was also 
an active circus manager on a larger 
scale. In 1916 and 1917 J. A. Jones op- 
erated the Cole Bros. Circus on 17 and 
20 railroad cars. 


Q. Before the use of truck tires cir- 
cuses used wooden wagon wheels with 
steel rims. Carnivals seemed to prefer 
metal wheels with solid rubber tires. 
Why the difference? Robert Raupfer; 
South Bend, Indiana. 

A. Actually, it appears that carnivals 
used wooden wheels, and converted to 
rubber tires about the same time circuses 
did. Unfortunately, there are too few 
carnival pictures before the mid-1930’s 
to confirm this. Joe Bradbury remem- 
bered that the Mighty Sheesley Carnival 
in 1928 was on rubber tires, indicating 
that they may have switched a little 
earlier than circuses. In 1933 the Ring- 
ling show began to switch to rubber tires. 
In earlier days some carnivals used the 
wooden wheels. The O. J. McCart Fairy- 
land Shows in 1928 had wooden wheels. 
Perhaps some Bandwagon reader can 
help resolve this matter better than it 
is here. 





noted in the 


issue of the 


Q. I also March-April 
1967 ; that with 
the closing of the Cole Circus in 1938, 
Robbins train brought up to 
21 cars. I thought the railroads charged 
in multiples of 5 for the number of cars 
they hauled. If so, why train 
held to 20 enlarged to 25 cars. 
Robert Raupfer; South Bend, Indiana. 

A. Author Joe Bradbury was consulted 
on this question. His reply: 


Bandwagon 


Bros. was 


wasnt the 


Cars OF 


I can't 
ihis. We are 
trrely on the 
E. W. Adams notes, etc., 
added making a total of 21, but 
fully pointed out in the text there Is a 
drough of photos taken of Robbins afte 
the enlargement just have not 
been able to photographically prove if 6 
not, 


give a posilive answer to 
basing this assumption en- 

Billboard accounts, old 
that 6 cars were 


aS Care 


and we 


however, in 
men 
Adams always said it was 
with it. It is 
charged in 


Cars were added OI! 
several BB references 6 
tioned and old 


6 and he 


Cars are 


true in later 
multiples of 
convinced this was 


Was 
years railroads 
5, however, | am not 
always the case all the time and with all 
Certainly in the period 1900 
many 17, 22, 11 
ind various non 5 multiple trains. In fact 
I'm rather H-W travel in a 
multiple of 5 as 1938, and in 


1937 they started on total of 35 cars and 


railroads 


iO present there were 


sure didn't 


late as 


later shipped back 2 to quarters (maybe 


JONESEY’S ‘SNAPSHOTS’ 


Zoo, 


Railroad, Circus, Carnival, Fair, 


Park, 
Legion and other parades. Mail $1.00 


Marine, Scenic Photos, Shrine, 


for samples, list and refund token. 


W. H. B. JONES 


109 North 24th Ave. 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 39401 


3) but anyway it wasn’t a multiple of 5. 
Just what the Robbins answer was I don’t 
know. However, I am reasonably certain 
an arrangement they 
were NOT paying for 25 cars but only 
carrying 21.” 

\ check of 
‘Circus 


was made whereby 


articles titled 
Railroad Contracts” by Sverre 
O. Braathen in the Whit 1957 
that although Shows did 
travel with a multiple of 5; many did not. 
Evidently the 


the series of 


Tops in 
shows some 


railroads gave circuses a 
special rate 

Q. This photo was recently turned up 
by John Mackay. A woman whose fathe1 
was a photographer in Morristown, N. J., 
for many years gave it to him and indi- 
cated that it was the Barnum & Bailey 
and taken in Morristown, 
1900. | have checked old B & B 
hind that B & B had not 
ited Morristown for many years prior to 
1900. | 


CITCUS Was 


N. J. in 
routes and VIS- 
well and the 
terrain around the station is totally un- 
familiar to the Morristown area. It looks 
like Boonton or Dover, N. J. But 
important a look at the 


know Morristown 


more 


most casual 


AVAILABLE BACK 
ISSUES OF 
BANDWAGON MAGAZINE 


1961 
1962 


March-April; Sept.-Oct.-Nov.; Dec. 
March-April; 
Nov.-Dec. 

1963 All six issues. 
1964 All six issues. 
1965 — All six issues. 
1966 All six issues. 
1967 — To date. 


All back 
mailed postpaid. Mail check to: 


May-June; July-August; 


issues are $1.00 each and will be 


Circus Historical Society, Inc. 
2515 Dorset Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43221 


wa”. 


equipment pretty clearly shows that this 
was no B & B. The only means of identi- 
fication are three letters on the side of 
the first flat. First is an “N” and then 
some distance to the right are what ap- 
pear to be an “R” and “E.” The third 
wagon appears to be an office wagon, 
but the likes of which I’ve never seen 
before. The next wagon looks as though 
it might be a wagon mounted “pit show.” 
Any help I could get in identifying this 
will be appreciated 


Ocean City, 


Gordon Carver: 
New Jersey. 

\. The only clue to the correct identi- 
hcation is the eighth wagon back, a tab- 
leau. It appears this one that 
we know of two other pictures of; one 
on the Mugivan and Van Am- 
burg Circus, and one on the Howes 
Great London Circus, under the same 
ownership in the early 1900's. This is the 
only lead I can give; perhaps some other 
Bandwagon readers can help Mr. Carver 


OUL. 


wagon Is 


Bowers’ 


“CIRCUS SPECTACULAR” 


Bandmaster Merle Evans and his 


RBB & B 


ever on this new London 


circus band are at their best 


Phase 4 Stereo 
Listening to this 


recording superb col 


lection of pure circus music is the same 


as having the best seat, musically speak 
Show On 


colorful 


ing, at the ‘Greatest Earth 


There are sixteen pictures on 


vision 
33/3 


issued to sell 


and in the cover to delight your 


while you listen. This Long Play, 
RPM, Stereo Only Record 
for $5.95 is yours for $5.00 
Model Band, 
Bear Den and Calliope 
Books, 


Items 


Va-Inch Scale 


Tab, 
and Draft 


Wagons 
Lion Cage, 
Horses, Pictures and 


Miscellaneous Circus 
Send Stamp for Listing 
BETTY SCHMID 
485 Sleepy Hollow Road 


Pittsburgh, Penna. 15228 





Photos of the Cole Younger & Frank James Wild West Show have been all but 
non existant. This photo shows the side show attractions and staff. The Younger 
& James show toured only in 1903, using equipment from the 1902 Buckskin Bill 
Wild West show. — Pfening Collection 





